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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to tine election filed on April 10, 2008. Claims 9-17 
were elected. Claims 1-8 and 18-30 were withdrawn. Claims 9-17 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 -8 and 1 8-30 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to nonelected inventions, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on April 10, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 9 recites the limitation "one or more other nodes" In the first line of the 
claim and "the node" in the second line of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fujimori, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0080783. 

Fujimori teaches the invention as claimed including an improved communication 
control apparatus and method for use in data communication (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 9, Fujimori teaches a node activation method, comprising: 
determining whether one or more other nodes that may become active are 

coupled to the node (paragraphs 27, 54; Fujimori discloses a plurality of nodes and 

activation of nodes); 

reading an identifier from a shared storage node (paragraph 44; Fujimori 

discloses a storage section of each node and each node having identification 

information); 

activating the node if the identifier indicates the node (paragraph 54, Fujimori 
discloses activating a node that is indicated); 

selecting one of the node and the other nodes as initially active if the node and 
the other nodes are not indicated by the identifier read from the shared storage node 
(paragraph 54); 
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writing an identifier of the node to the shared storage node if the node and the 
other nodes are not indicated by the identifier read from the shared storage node 
(paragraph 54, Fujimori discloses a newly established node identification); 

rewriting the identifier of the node to the shared storage node periodically if the 
node is initially active (paragraph 49, Fujimori discloses rewriting a node identification); 
and 

selecting the node as active if the identifier of the node remains in the shared 
storage node after a predetermined period of time and a last active node has not 
informed the node that it is active within the predetermined period of time (paragraph 
54). 

Regarding claim 10, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein a hardware device external to the node determines the presence of network 
nodes and reports present network nodes to the node (paragraph 41, Fujimori discloses 
hardware related to nodes). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein re-writing the identifier of the node to the shared storage node occurs after re- 
reading the identifier from the shared storage node and when the identifier from the 
shared storage node is not the identifier of the node (paragraph 49). 
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Regarding claim 12, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
further comprising communicating with the one or more other nodes that could become 
active and are coupled to the node and selecting an active node from among the node 
and the other nodes based on activity prior to the node and one or more other nodes 
that could become active last being de-energized (paragraph 54). 

Regarding claim 13, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein the node and the other nodes are coupled to a common network (paragraph 9, 
Fujimori discloses nodes connected to a network). 

Regarding claim 14, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein the identifier is a globally unique identifier (paragraph 54). 

Regarding claim 15, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein the identifier is a system unique identifier (paragraph 54). 

Regarding claim 16, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein the one of the node and the other nodes that is selected as initially active is the 
one of the node and the other nodes having a lowest identifier value (paragraph 54). 
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Regarding claim 17, Fujimori teaches the node activation method of claim 9, 
wherein the one of the node and the other nodes that is selected as initially active is the 
one of the node and the other nodes having a highest identifier value (paragraph 54). 



Conciusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,665,675 to Mitaru, because it discloses shared storage nodes. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,598,080 to Nagami et al., because it discloses nodes that are 
activated. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AVI GOLD whose telephone number is (571 )272-4002. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:30 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/A. G./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2157 
/Ario Etienne/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2157 



